Rev. Preston Graham Jr. is a native of Buckhead in Atlanta GA. He is a graduate of the University of Georgia (degree in Pre-Med. Psychology), Gordon Conwell Theological Seminary (M. Div. with a concentration in Theology), Yale University (S.T.M with a concentration in American Religious History and Ecclesiology) and is currently a Doctoral candidate in a joint degree program with University of Aberdeen and Pittsburgh Theological Seminary.  Preston has published several books and articles, including an academic history entitled A Kingdom NOT of This World, Stuart Robinson's Struggle to Distinguish the Sacred From the Secular During the Civil War (Mercer University Press, 2002).
Before coming to New Haven in 1991 as the church planter and now Sr. Pastor of Christ Presbyterian Church (see History of CPC), Preston served as a campus minister and director with a college ministry for 7 years, established and directed an inner city summer ministry in the Techwood area of Atlanta for five years, and served as the interim pastor for a church in Braintree MA.  Also, over the course of about 10 years, Preston served as the chairman for the New England Missions Committee of the PCA and was instrumental in helping to plant many new churches and church based campus ministries throughout the New England region, including two daughter churches in Providence R.I. and now Danbury CT.   Preston is an adjunct Professor of Reformed Ecclesiology and Pastoral Theology at Gordon Conwell Theological Seminary.
Preston met his wife, Lisa, on a blind date during his senior year at University of Georgia. They have been married for over 22 years and have three children, Stephen (Jr. at Tufts University), Nathan (Sr. at Branford H.S.) and Anna (Soph. at Choate Rosemary Hall). He loves boating on the Long Island Sound and training his dog, a Small Munsterlander (a versatile hunting breed) named “Mysti.”  And if the truth be known, Preston is hard pressed to miss a good SEC college football game during the Fall.   
In ministry, Preston has a passion for a kind of Christ-centered church that is  “safe” for all people who are on a spiritual journey, regardless of their moral and spiritual context.  He has a heart for genuine seekers and for gospel-centered theology that is both provocative and confessional as most evident in his commitment to expositional style of preaching and his annual teaching of a course in confessional theology at CPC. Another of Preston’s great joys in ministry is his involvement with High-School students every summer in a unique “Theology Camp” that helps students to own the faith within the context of touring Puritan New England and on site presentations and discussions.  Preston will tell you that New Haven is the place to be, and is blessed for the opportunity to co-labor with such wonderful people and staff at CPC.
